THE    MEDEA
Aegeus
Does Jason consent? I cannot approve of this.
Medea
He pretends not to, but he will put up with it.
AlCAegeus, I beg and beseech you, by your beard
And by your knees I am making myself your suppliant,        710
Have pity on me, have pity on your poor friend,
And do not let me go into exile desolate,
But receive me in your land and at your very hearth.
So may your love, with God's help, lead to the bearing
Of children, and so may you yourself die happy.                  715
You do not know what a chance you have come on here.
I will end your childlessness, and I will make you able
To beget children. The drugs I know can do this.
Aegeus
For many reasons, woman, I am anxious to do
This favor for you. First, for the sake of the gods,                720
And then for the birth of children which you promise,
For in that respect I am entirely at my wits' end.
But this is my position: if you reach my land,
I, being in my rights, will try to befriend you.
But this much I must warn you of beforehand:                   725
I shall not agree to take you out of this country;
But if you by yourself can reach my house, then you
Shall stay there safely. To none will I give you up
But from this land you must make your escape yourself,
For I do not wish to incur blame from my friends.               730
Medea
It shall be so. But, if I might have a pledge from you
For this, then I would have from you all I desire.
Aegeus
Do you not trust me? What is it rankles with you?
Medea
I trust you, yes. But the house of Pelias hates me,
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